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Minarets & Western Railway 


and 


Sugar Pine Lumber Co. 
By STANLEY T. BORDEN 


The Sugar Pine Lumber Com- 
pany was incorporated on July 26, 
1921, to cut and manufacture tim- 
ber into lumber, which was locat- 
ed in the Sierra Nevada moun- 
tains near Shuteye Peak in Mad- 
era County, California. They had 
58,880 acres of timber which aver- 
aged 50 per cent sugar pine, with 
the expectation of logging for 30 


. years. A millsite was selected on 


the banks of the San Joaquin Riv- 
er in Perrin Colony, just north of 
Fresno, which they named Pine- 
dale. To reach this timber, some 
60 miles away, the Minarets & 
Western Railway was incorporat- 
ed on March 19, 1921, and was to 
be constructed to Purtyman Pass, 
from which point the lumber com- 
pany would construct a logging 
railroad. 


Construction of the M&W was 
done by the Warren Construction 
Co. in 1922 and 1923, using leased 
Southern Pacific steam shovel No. 
145, ballast, bunk and work cars. 
The railroad was built eastward 
from Pinedale to Setch, renamed 
Pinedale Junction, on the South- 
ern Pacific’s Clovis branch, at 
which point they obtained operat- 
ing rights to the end of the branch 
at Friant. From Friant the rail- 
road was constructed to the San 
Joaquin Light & Power Com- 
pany’s Crane Valley Dam on Bass 
Lake. The original plans called 
for construction to Purtyman Pass, 
but were changed to extend the 
railroad to the dam site which be- 
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came the terminal with yard and 
interchange tracks, and was nam- 
ed Wishon. Though the M&W did 
not reach Minarets, the logging 
railroad extension came _ quite 
close to it. From Friant to Wish- 
on, 38 miles, the rails climbed from 
352 feet elevation to 3382 feet, of 
which the last 20 miles were a 
steady 2.5 per cent grade. An en- 
gine house, shops and yards were 
built at Pinedale. For rolling 
stock the railroad purchased four 
2-8-2 locomotives and 226 cars, of 
which 220 were logging cars. The 
road was opened for service on 
July 15, 1923. 


From Wishon the Sugar Pine 
Lumber Co. had originally plan- 
ned to built to Sand Creek, north 
of Bass Lake, but actual construc- 
tion was across the top of the dam, 
around the south end of the lake, 
then northeast to where they es- 
tablished their Central Camp, a 
distance of 11 miles. The railroad 
climbed from 3382 feet to 5335 
feet, all on a heavy 4.5 per cent 
grade, and to handle the trains on 
this steep grade, the company pur- 
chased heavy saddle-tank loco- 
motives. As timber cutting pro- 
gressed, many spurs and sidings 
were built with the logging rail- 


PEHPPPPPLPP LOL LPL PPG LLP LOL ODO GLORY 


ON OUR COVER — Sugar Pine 
Lumber Co. No. 1, 2-8-2T, dead- 
heading up the grade with a speeder 
following for fire protection. — 
Photo by C. “Pop” Laval from col- 
lection of Gilbert Kneiss. 
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Minarets & Western No. 101, 2-8-2, at Fresno about 1935. 





— Photo from collection of Linwood Moody 


road eventually having a _ total 
mileage of 37 miles of track. 

At Pinedale, the company built 
a large, four-band sawmill with 
dry kilns, planing mill, box fac- 
tory, dry shed, and lumber yard. 


” The Central Camp had accommo- 


dations for 600 men, with houses, 
dormitory, cook house, theater, 
store, pool hall, office, railroad 
shops, and yard. Both the railroad 
and lumber company had the same 
officers who were: Arthur H. 
Fleming, president; Clarence S. 
Fleming, secretary; and Robert C. 
Gillis, vice-president. 

In 1923, the Fresno Traction 
Company, an electric street rail- 
road, built a branch to Pinedale, 
which connected with the M&W, 
and gave the town both passenger 
and freight service. 

In 1924, the M&W obtained a 
loan of $600,000 from the Southern 
Pacific and in 1928 received an 
additional loan of $900,000. For 
this total of $1,500,000, the M&W 
gave the SP first mortgage bonds 


PHPLP PLP PLL LPL PLOP LG DPD OGD OL ODOR. 


Minarets & Western No. 102, 2-8-2, 

heading the ‘first’ log train. — 

Photo by C. “Pop” Laval from col- 
lection of Gilbert Kneiss. 
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at 5% per cent interest to be re- 
deemed in 25 years. This mort- 
gage covered the railroad and all 
the equipment except locomotive 
No. 101. 

Business was good and the lum- 
ber company was shipping an av- 
erage of 80,000,000 board feet per 
year until the depression hit, and 
it declined to 2,000,000 in 1932, and 
the company suffered a deficit of 
$700,000. The mill and logging 
operations were closed down early 
in 1933, the company was adjudg- 
ed bankrupt and Fentress Hill was 
appointed as receiver on May 13, 
1933. 


With the declire of the lumber 
industry the freight traffic on the 
M&W decreased from 548,143 tons 
in 1928 to 30,759 tons in 1932. On 
March 31, 1933, the railroad filed 
a reorganization petition under 
the bankruptcy law and the court 
appointed George R. Sykes as 
trustee on May 1. The state sus- 
pended the railroad’s franchise in 
April when they had defaulted on 
their 1932 franchise taxes. Per- 
mission was granted on September 
2 to discontinue all train service. 
On September 28 the Southern 
Pacific purchased M&W locomo- 
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Minarets & Western No. 103, 2-8-2, switching at Pinedale. 
— Photo by L. J. Ciapponi 


tive No. 101 for $5,000. 

On March 16, 1934, the ICC 
authorized abandonment of the 
entire line when they had decided 
that due to the very limited sup- 
ply of timber still available, the 
possibility of reviving the lumber 
industry was extremely doubtful 
and that the Sugar Pine Lumber 
Co. furnished 95 per cent of the 
railroad’s business. Also, the rail- 
road did not serve any incorpor- 


ated towns and only 750 people 
lived along the line. ‘ 

The M&W defaulted on pay- 
ment of principal and interest on 
the bonds held by the Southern 
Pacific, which aprvinted a trustee 
on July 13, 1934, to take possession 
of the railroad. On January 2, 
1935, the SP purchased the rail- 
road at a foreclosure sale for $150,- 
000. On July 27, Fentress Hill 
made an agreement with the SP 





Sugar Pine Lumber Company No. 2, 2-8-2T, at Fresno Nov. 11, 1935. 
— Photo from collection of Fred Stindt 
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Minarets & Western No. 104, 2-8-2, switching at Pinedale. 
— Photo by L. J. Ciapponi 


to repair three trestles which had 
- been destroyed by fire in July of 
the previous year, so that the 
lumber compaiiy’s logging rail- 
road beyond Wishon could be tak- 
~ en up, and the railroad and logg- 
ing equipment could be transport- 
ed to Pinedale. The Sugar Pine 
Lumber Co. was sold at a fore- 
closure sale on November 15 to 
the Pensacola Company which 


‘ 
WT As 


had been formed by the bond- 
holders. 
In 1936, the Hyman-Michaels 


Company started scrapping the 
logging railroad and the Minarets 
& Western, the last of which was 
removed at Friant in 1939. The 
only exception was the portion be- 
tween Pinedale and Pinedale Jct. 
which was retained by the South- 
ern Pacific and is still operated. 





Sugar Pine Lumber Company No. 10, Shay, at Merced, April 14, 1936. 
-— Photo by D. S. Richter 
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STATIONS 





M&W 

0.0 PINEDALE 

4.6 PINEDALE JCT. 
SP 
220.9 PINEDALE JCT. 


222.9 GORDON 

223.6 EL PRADO 

225.1 ROCKFIELD ( 
226.0 GRAND 





229.9 FRIANT 

M&W 

14.0 FRIANT 

19.2 BELLVIEW 

26.8 BIRCH 
MOUNTAIN VIEW 

34.7 SHUTEYE 

44.5 DUNDEE 

47.5 PURTYMAN PASS 

48.6 NORTH FORK 

52.7 WISHON 

SPL 

52.7 WISHON 
THE HOLE 
WHISKERS 

63.5 CENTRAL CAMP 

















Sugar Pine Lumber Company No. 3, 2-8-2T, at Fresno, Nov. 11, 1935. 
— Photo from collection of Fred Stindt | 
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MINARETS & WESTERN RAILWAY 
No. Type Cyls. Drvs. Weight » A A B.P. Builder, Date, Shop. No. 
101 2-8-2 20x28 48 174,000 35,700 180 Alco, 1920 — 61858 


102 2-8-2 24%x28 51 262,800 50,400 180 Alco, 1923 — 64144 


Became Southern Pacific No. 3295 





103 2-8-2 24'%x28 51 262,800 50,400 180 Alco, 1923 — 64145 
Became Aberdeen & Rockfish 
Became Chicago & Illinois Midland No. 527 


104 2-8-2 2442x28 51 262,800 50,400 180 Alco, 1923 — 64146 
Became Southern Pacific No. 3296 
Became Long-Bell Lumber Co. No. 3295 


Although the Southern Pacific acquired all four locomotives, only Nos. 
102 and 104 actually became SP engines. 





1 2-8-2T 20x24 44 187,000 35,200 190 Alco, 1923 — 64147 


Became Willamette Valley Lumber Co. No. 1 


2 2-8-2T 20x24 44 190,000 35,200 190 Alco, 1923 — 64148 
Became Portland & Southwestern No. 16 
Became Clark & Wilson Logging Co. No. 16 


SUGAR PINE LUMBER COMPANY 
3 2-8-2T 20x24 44 188,500 35,200 190 Alco, 1924 — 65378 
Became Flora Logging Co. No. 3 


Became Consolidated Timber Co. No. 2 
Became Medford Corp. No. 6 





Became The Pacific Lumber Co. No. 37 in 1935 


5 2-10-2T 22x28 48 267,500 52,800 220 Alco, 1927 — 67371 
Became Mason-Walsh-Atkinson-Kier Co. No. 800 
Became Consolidated Builders Inc. No. 800 
Became H. J. Kaiser Co. No. 19 





| 4 2-8-2T 20x24 44 188,500 35,200 190 Alco, 1924 — 66033 


10 2T Shay 12x12 36 152,300 24,000 200 Lima, 1927 — 3301 
] Disposal unknown 


| —Rosters compiled by Douglas S. Richter 
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RAILWAY AGE 


The longest load ever moved lo- 
cally was shipped via SP from 
Oakland to San Francisco consist- 
ing of 196%-ft. beams for light 
towers at the new Candlestick 
Park baseball stadium. Five flat- 
cars were needed for the move- 
ment. 


GREAT NORTH- 
ERN and NORTH- 
ERN PACIFIC will 





start honoring 
coach tickets in 
sleeping cars on 
their “Western Star” and “Main- 
streeter,”’ respectively, effective 


October 1. NORTHERN PACIFIC 
has ordered 25 85-ft. Clejan piggy- 
back cars from General American 
at a cost of $350,000 for use in 
movement of new automobiles 
via TOFC between California and 
the Pacific Northwest in conjunc- 
tion with Southern Pacific. 


SANTA FE has ordered CTC 
equipment for 69 miles of single 
track between Barstow and Mo- 
jave with the control to be lo- 
cated at Fresno. WESTERN PA- 
CIFIC will lay 119-lb. rail weld- 
ed in 78-ft. lengths between Chol- 
ona and Sulphur, Nevada, 5.95 
miles, plus 1.38 miles near Elko. 
WP also will spend $142,000 for 
new cleaning tra~ks and changes 
at Stockton Yard. 


SANTA FE re- 
ports reservations 
on “San Francisco 
Chief” are 24 per 
cent ahead of last 
year with five chair 
cars now being run instead of four. 
PACIFIC FRUIT EXPRESS will 
build 1025 50-ft., 60-ton mechan- 
ical refrigerator cars. WESTERN 
PACIFIC has ordered 50 50-ft., 70- 
ton DF insulated box cars at a cost 
of $750,000 from Pullman Stan- 
dard for delivery late in ’59. WP 
plans to order an additional 50 
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cars later. NORTHERN PACIFIC 
will install CTC on 91 miles of 
single track mainline between 
Livington and Park City, Mont., 
at a cost of $1,550,000. 


SACRA - 
MENTO NORTH- 
ERN is spending 

Cangs' $33,000 on a 
DAC 1” bridge _strength- 
ening program on 
its lines. SANTA FE has ordered 
over 500 sets of two-way radios 
from Bendix. WESTERN PACI- 
FIC is spending $1.2 million on a 
three-track diesel shop at Oro- 
ville and $59,000 on its 25th Street 
slip in San Francisco. DISNEY- 
LAND now has an Alweg “run- 
ning beam” monorail in operation 
with two three-car, 82-passenger 
cars, over one mile of track. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC is plan- 
ning a micro-wave system from 
Dunsmuir to Los Angeles via San 
Francisco to provide some 180 
telephone channels plus printing 
telegraph circuits SP has ordered 
35 95-ton covereu hoppers from 
Pullman Standard plus 50 85-ft. 
piggyback flat cars from General 
American. 


WESEERN 





Oakland Terminal 


As of August 24 the ICC approv- 
ed the abandonment of .58 miles 
of line by the Oakland Terminal 
on West Grand Avenue in Oakland 
between Adeline Street and San 
Pablo Avenue formerly serving 
the Bekins warehouse. 


West Side Lumber 


Three narrow gauge shays (8, 
9 and 10) are operating daily on 
the West Side Lumber with three 
schedules in each direction. The 
late August schedules called for 
loads into Tuolumne at 7 am., 1 
p.m. and 3 p.m. 

—L. Brown 
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One of the last oven platform combination cars in the west, Nevada Northerr 05 
was recently donated to White Pine Museum despite efforts of railfans to pur- 
chase the car for use in TV and movie work on the Sierra Railroad. 


Nevada Northern Donates 


The Nevada Northern has don- 
ated steam engine 81, 2-8-0, and 
open platform coach 05 to the 
White Pine Museum in Ely, Nev., 
for exhibition. The Kennecott 
Copper Co., owner of the Nevada 
Northern, has also donated steam 
engine 93, 2-8-0, to the museum. 


News Notes 


New paint scheme for standard 
passenger equipment on the SP 
came out in June with suburban 
coaches 2110, 2149 and 2153 being 
painted all dark grey without 
striping of any kind. 

A recent tabulation shows that 
the SP has only 275 chair cars left 
in service. 

The latest order ot SP diesels 
brought the “jeeps” up to number 
5859. Deliveries scheduled for 
August - September were 5860 - 
5891 and 4816-4818. One diesel 
has been scrapped, number 5221 
on June 17, the fourth diesel to 
be scrapped. 
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—Photo by Eldon Lucy 


Original “Skunk” Ruined 


California West- 
ern’s M-80, the orig- 
inal gas car that be- 
came the “skunk,” 
was involved in a 
collision with a lumber truck in 
Willits and ended up with a ruined 
motor and a bent frame that may 
well cause its retirement. It had 
a capacity load of 45 passengers of 
whom four were treated for in- 
juries. 





Peninsular Railway 
Car Found 


Peninsular Railway interurban 
car 61 is back on wheels after 27 
years on blocks. The car, long 
used as a farm outbuilding near 
San Jose, has been acquired by 
“Trader Lew” Frontier Village 
south of San Jose and placed on a 
pair of trucks purchased from S.F. 
Muni Railway for display. The 
car park is about a mile south of 
the Santa Clara County Fair- 
grounds on old U.S. 101. 
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PE Streamliners Sold 


The 28 PCC cars 
of the Pacific El- 
ectric which were 
stored in the PE 
subway have been 
sold to Buenos 
Argentina. Car 5006 was 





Aires, 
moved out August 1 on low bed 
truck for LA harbor followed by 
5004, 5009, and 5027. These mod- 
ern cars were not taken over by 
the MTA. 


PE Asks Cut in 
Gardena-San Pedro Line 


The Pacific Electric filed pro- 
ceedings September 9 with the 
ICC to abandon two portions of 
the line between Gardena and 
San Pedro. 

One section between Vermont 
and a point near Wilmington-San 
Pedro Road of 1.74 miles would 
cut the through route to San Pe- 
dro via Gardena. The other sec- 
tion on Normandie between 214th 
and 228th Streets of 1.19 miles is 
by-passed by the spur to Torrance 
Shops. 

Neither section has any indus- 
tries and no through traffic is 
operated over the route. The ab- 
andonment will permit retire- 
ment of unproductive line carried 
on the books at $109,965 at a cost 
estimated at $595 over and above 
all salvage, but at a saving of 
county and local ad valorem taxes 
of $700 per year plus a saving in 
federal and state income taxes in 
excess of $19,000 by reason of the 
write-off of the loss. 

Passenger service was discon- 
tinued February 14, 1940, and 
baggage, mail and express ser- 
vice on October 1, 1952. The line 
was built by California Pacific 
in December, 1901, and through 
service between Los Angeles and 
San Pedro via Gardena commenc- 
ed in January, 1903. 
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Key and IER at Perris 


Former IER 
627 and Key 
unit 167 were 
“THE BIG RED CARS“ coupled to- 
gether in the latter part of August 
at the Santa Fe station in Perris 
awaiting transfer into the Orange 
Empire Traction museum. IER 
627, later L.A. Metropolitan Tran- 
sit Authority 1546, was the last 
combination car on the MTA and 
is now owned by Don Shelburne. 
Key 167 is now owned by OET and 
was equipped with standard coup- 
lers for the trip south. 


San Francisco Muni 


Historical cars 1 
and 578 were moved 
out of Geary to Gen- 
eva car barn and 
then by S.P. flat cars 
to Pier 25 pending 

movement into the Maritime Mu- 
seum. Muni pre-PCC streamliner 
1001 was scrapped in June and 
the 1002 was scrapped in Aug- 
ust. Car 170 is still in Elk- 
ton—the only “battleship” still on 
the property except for work-car 
131. It is being considered for re- 
building into a line car. 


94 in Movies 


Western Pacific’s steam engine 
94, 4-6-0, along with WP baggage 
car 936, WP coaches 304 and 305, 
and R&LHS private car “Gold 
Coast” were used during August 
on the Southern Pacific’s Napa 
Valley branch near St. Helena for 
movie work. They were lettered 
“Watertown and Eastern” for a 
Walt Disney motion picture. The 
two coaches later operated on the 
Sierra Railroad over Labor Day 
for a railfan excursion with the 
same letterboard. 
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Southern Pacific Steam 


On August 27 
a steam boiler 
explosion at the 
Raiter Canning 
Company in 
Salinas during 
the peak of the 
tomato canning 
season resulted in the movement 
of Southern Pacific steam engines 
2582 and 2836, both consolidations, 
out of storage for steam service 
at the canning company from six 
to eight weeks. 





Southern Pacific Diesels 


The three diesel units that plun- 
ged into the Napa River several 
weeks back, 5260, 4904, and 5261, 
were raised by floating cranes 
early in August and brought to 
the Bayshore Shops. Two may be 
repaired, but the third may be too 
badly damaged as the other two 
fell on it. 


SP to Sell Branch 


The SP has announced plans to 
sell 10.5 miles of line of its branch 
between Hendricks and Hyland in 
Oregon to the Weyerhaeuser Tim- 
ber Co. for $167,500. The line 
would be leased back to the SP 
for common carrier operations 
while the timber company uses 
the tracks for its log trains. 


Southern California Scraps 


The Purdy Company at Dom- 
inguez has scrapped the following 
SP steam locomotives so far this 
year: SD&AE 106, 1291, 1299, 1226, 
1259, 1283, 1729, 1749, 1766, 1825, 
2513, 2527, 2549, 2554, 2850, 2851, 
3251, 3643, 3706, 3711, 4172, 4186, 
4209, 4212, 4233, 4241, 4287, 4312, 
4360, 4340, 4357, 4418, 4420, 4422, 
4428, 4437, 4451, 4465. 

—wW. E. Sullivan 
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Northwestern Pacific 
Branch Ends 


The ICC has ap- 
proved as of August 
28 the abandonment 
of .512 miles of the 
Larkspur branch of 
the Northwestern Pacific in Marin 
County. This was built in 1907 as 
part of the narrow gauge and was 
part of the electric suburban run 
to San Anselmo. 





Northwest Notes 


The Spokane, Portland & Se- 
attle has applied to the ICC for 
permission to discontinue its 
trains 5 and 6 between Pasco and 
Portland effective September 30. 
Approximately 1500 passengers 
rode the Oregon, Pacific & East- 
ern out of Cottage Grove on July 
18-19 behind No. 1, 2-6-2T. The 
Big Creek & Telocaset Railroad 
in eastern Oregon was formally 
abandoned Sept. 6 under ICC or- 
der. The Willamette Iron & Steel 
Co. will purchase one of the Med- 
ford Corporation’s Shays, prabab- 
ly No. 7, for the museum in Port- 
land. (Willamette built Shays up 
until 1929.) 


—PNW-NRHS “Trainmaster” 


Southwest Lumber 
Mallet Retired 


The Southwest Lumber Mills of 
Flagstaff, Arizona, retired its mal- 
let, No. 12, 2-6-6-2T, ex-Arcata & 
Mad River No. 12, which may go 
to the county fair for exhibit. It 
was replaced by former Rock Is- 
land Railroad 758, a Baldwin, 1953, 
1200-hp switcher. Steam engine 
No. 2, 2-8-0, former Central Ariz- 
ona No. 25, is still switching ar- 
ound the mill. 

—Phil Kauke 
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Excursion Notes 


OCT. 4 — Cal-Nevada trip to 
Feather Falls has been post- 
poned to spring, 1960, due to 
fire dangers. 


OCT. 18 — Central Coast tour of 
SANTA FE yards in Richmond. 


(Central Coast Railway Club, P.O. 
Box 783, San Jose, Calif.) 


OCT. 24-25 — Railway & Loco’s 
SIERRA RR weekend. 
(Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & 
Locomotive Historical Society, Ed 


Planer, 469 Crescent St., Oakland 
10, Calif.) 


NOV. 8 — Ry. Soc. of San Diego 
trip via SANTA FE from San 
Diego to Perris museum site. 

(Railway Historical Society of San 


Diego, P.O. Box 9351, San Diego 9, 
Calif.) 


NOV. 15 — Bay Area Electric tour 
of Northwestern Pacific subur- 
ban area Tiburon to Sausalito 
to Santa Rosa. 


(Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn., 
Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., 
Berkeley 7, Calif.) 


JAN. 1-3 — Central Coast Year 
End Tour. 


FEB.-MARCH ’60 — San Diego 
Society re-run of Sonora-Baja 
Californio RR trip in Mexico. 


Two New Records 


Stan Kistler, P.O. Box 4068, 
Pasadena, Calif., has come out 
with two new fine rail-sound rec- 
ords of his “This Is Railroading” 
series. Volume 2 is “Freight Ser- 
vice Only” with steam locomotives 
on three different mountain rail- 
roads. Volume 3 is “Whistles in 
the Woods” with steam railroad- 
ing on logging lines including 
some on the narrow gauge West 
Side Lumber of the Shays and 
Heislers. Well worth $5.00 each or 
both for $9.50. 
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Southern Pacific 
Narrow Gauge 


The petition to abandon the SP 
narrow gauge in the Owens Valley 
is still pending before the ICC 
with new hearings expected after 
the first of the year. The steam 
engine was again running this 
summer with number 9, 4-6-0, do- 
ing the honors. 

—L. Brown 


Bay Area Notes 


The SP ferry “Berkeley” was 
moved to the NWP slip in Sausa- 
lito August 12 after being sold to 
“Sausalito Trade Fair” to be con- 
verted into a floating home furn- 
ishing store to be moored on the 
Sausalito waterfront. Key unit 186 
owned by Bay Area Electric has 
been moved to Richmond for stor- 
age at the Pullman shops. 


News Notes 


The SP roundhouse at Sacra- 
mento is being torn down. The 
landmark was built 91 years ago 
in 1868. It has 28 stalls, is 378 feet 
around, and is brick on granite 
foundations based on cedar piles. 
Oakland and Fresno roundhouses 
are now gone and Mission Bay 
(San Francisco) is slated to go 
also. 

The Western Pacific donated 
0-6-0 164 to the City of Oroville 
on July 4 and the Southern Pa- 
ficic donated the 1771, 2-6-0, to the 
City of Placerville on July 5. 

Cotton Belt coaches are now ap- 
pearing on SP locally and it is ex- 
pected that as soon as the StL&SW 
abandons passenger service the 10 
streamiined cars will be all trans- 
ferred here. 

During the summer the SP com- 
mute load on the peninsula drop- 
ped from 14,000 to a little less than 
13,000. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Of all the books written by Lu- 
cius Beebe on the subject of rail- 
roads, we would nominate ‘“Man- 
sions on Rails” as his crowning 
achievement. Quite possibly it 
might be because of his unmistak- 
able liking for the subject, but the 
thoroughness with which he has 
covered the subject would leave 
nothing for a second volume. 


The illustrations, most of which 
are from the Pullman Company 
archives, are very thorough in 
coverage of the development of 
the private car, from the earliest 
mansions on rails to the present 
day. A member of the “private 
car club” himself, he has the 
knowledge of what he _ writes 
about. 


We would have but one criti- 
cism on his story, and that being 
the short couple of lines about 
Central Coast’s ‘“Ferroequinolo- 
gist,” the geneology of which he 
has delineated wrongly. However, 
that does not detract from the 
book otherwise. 


It sells for $10 in the regular 
edition and can be _ purchased 
through the Book Department, the 
Western Railroader, P.O. Box 668, 
San Mateo, Calif. 


Latest of the little booklets to 
be issued by Hungerford Press 
is “Cab-in-Front,” the half-cen- 
tury story of an unconventional 
locomotive. Now, for the first 
time, the full story of the develop- 
ment of SP’s famous cab-aheads 
is told in easy-to-read historical 
style by John Hungerford. Com- 
plete with many unpublished pho- 
tos, the 40-page booklet sells for 
$1.50 plus 6 cents tax, and may be 
ordered from the publisher or The 
Western Railroader. This number 
is a “must” in any collection of 
SP steam power. 


GN Ends “Cascadian” 


The Great Northern ended its 
““Cascadian” local between Seattle 
and Spokane on August 15 due to 
shift in postal service to highway 
carriers. 


News Briefs 


With the end of one trip of the 
Santa Fe’s Golden Gate in the San 
Joaquin Valley an unusual move- 
ment is made to balance the 
equipment since there are two 
streamliners southbound and only 
one northbound along with maii 
train No. 7. The evening Golden 
Gate southbound now drops its 
dining and lounge cars and some 
chair cars at Fresno to be re- 
turned on No. 7 the same night. 
The remaining chair cars are run 
back on the northbound Golden 
Gate or No. 7 the following day. 

The Union Pacific East San Pe- 
dro station has been razed. The 
steam operations on the UP were 
brought to an abrupt end by the 
steel strike. The UP City of Las 
Vegas has had excellent patronage 
this season and is scheduled to 
continue in daily service so long 
as traffic holds up. 

—LA-NRHS Interchange 
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From time to time enlarged 
special issues are published in 
connection with some railfan ev- 
ent which are intended for the 
railfan’s library. These are set 
up as booklets with a full cover- 
age of the subject 
many pictures, history, map, and 
rosters. 


matter with 


RAILROADS & STEAMERS 
OF LAKE TAHOE 


This is the third printing of this 
very popular special issue. We 
have revised this issue, adding 
new captions and a full page map 
plus printing on the new deluxe 
high gloss paper. It runs 32 pages 
plus cover with 12 photos, two 
maps, and a fine history of both 
the logging and common carrier 
railroads as well as the steamers 
that operated on Lake Tahoe. 

$1.00 postpaid 


ELECTRIC INTERURBAN 
LINES OF THE 
NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC RR 


A deluxe reprint of the August, 
1954, issue of The Western Rail- 
roader on the new heavy weight 
slick paper now being used. This 
issue, long out of print, is a 16- 
page coverage of the NWP’s Marin 
County electric lines. It has 20 
pictures, including photos of the 
original North Shore electrics, 
Walt Sievers history of the ser- 
vice, roster, map, and timetables. 

50c postpaid 


NAPA VALLEY ELECTRIC 


A deluxe reprint of the Feb- 
ruary, 1953, issue of The Western 
Railroader on the heavy weight 
slick paper. This issue on the 
San Francisco & Napa Valley El- 
ectric Railway was an early sell- 
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Some of the Special Issues 





out. It is 16 pages with 31 his- 
toric pictures, chronological his- 
tory, roster, map, and timetable. 
Every electric fan should have the 
story of this line which ended 
passenger service in 1938 with a 
railfan farewell excursion. 

50c postpaid 


Issue 150— 
OCEAN SHORE RAILWAY 


Special issue booklet. 
$1.00 postpaid 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
The Western Railroader 
P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, Calif. 


REWARD 
900.00 


For information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of person 
or persons guilty of vandalism 
and thefts of the historic 
equipment owned by the Pa- 
cific Coast Chapter of the Rail- 
way & Locomotive Historical 
Society Inc. 











Following items missing: 
Pictures from observation car 
Drumhead from observation car 
Two oil lamps from Sierra coach 


Number plate and headlight from 
narrow gauge engine at Oakland 


All information kept in strict 


confidence. 


Write: FREP A. STINDT, 
Chairman 
978 Emerald Hill Road 
Redwood City, Calif. 
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